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fusing to pay the taxation are not threatened with
imprisonment, but with a double rate and distress.

The act of 1592-3 (35 Eliz., c. 4), "for the relief
of soldiers," authorises the justices of each county in
sessions to charge every parish with a weekly pay-
ment not exceeding 6d. nor less than id., " which
sums so taxed shall be yearly assessed by the agree-
ment of the parishioners within themselves, or in
default thereof by the churchwardens and constables
of the same parish or the more part of them, or in
default of their agreement, by the order of such justices
of peace as shall dwell in the same parish, or (if none
be there dwelling) in the parts next adjoining."

This series of acts imposes a number of new charges,
such as the cost of the conveyance of vagabonds, the
relief of prisoners and soldiers, and the building of
houses of correction, which were clearly meant to be
borne just as other local charges were commonly
borne. But all these are kept quite separate from the
charge for the relief of the poor. They are looked on
as taxes pure and simple from the beginning, while
the charge for the relief of the poor is regarded at
first as purely voluntary alms, and afterwards as alms
which no one is allowed to refuse.

Now die canon of almsgiving, if we may speak of
the canon of almsgiving on the analogy of the canons
of taxation, is that each man should contribute ac-
cording to his ability, and there can scarcely be any
reasonable doubt that down to the act of 1572 the
poor-rate was intended to be assessed upon the in-
habitants in proportion to their real ability to contri-
bute, and not according to their ability as measured
by the standards in use for the other rates. When